
 

 

 

New Orleans and Central Business District HDLC Guidelines Amendments 2014 

Introduction 

While drafting the HDLC Design Guidelines, the Design Guidelines Planning Committee and consultant 

Dominique Hawkins recognized that the document would likely need to be amended and updated on an 

annual basis.  In the last two years, some minor changes and updates have been made to the document. 

This year, in recognition of the many challenges facing home owners in our local historic districts as well 

as the desire to make homes more energy efficient, the HDLC staff is proposing several broader policy 

shifts.  The Staff rigorously debated the Commission’s thorniest issues such as window replacement, 

solar panels and location of mechanical equipment in an attempt to craft changes to the Design 

Guidelines that would meet the needs of property owners while continuing to maintain the character of 

our local historic districts.  

The following proposed amendments to the Design Guidelines are the result of this debate, and reflect 

decisions of the Commission over the past year.  These proposed amendments are in no way meant to 

be the final product, but are rather intended to generate discussion amongst the Commission members, 

neighborhood associations and property owners about how they want their historic districts to be 

regulated.  

The New Orleans and CBD HDLCs regulate over 16,000 properties spread across a wide swath of the city. 

The City of New Orleans, because of its impressive inventory of historic structures, is uniquely blessed to 

have relatively large historic districts populated by a diverse demographic that reflects a wide range of 

socio economic strata.   In recognition of this diversity and the costs associated with property 

ownership, the Staff is making every effort to ensure that conservation and maintenance of historic 

structures does not present an undue burden on property owners. 

New Orleans’ historic districts are not discrete areas frozen in amber for the idle pleasure of visitors. 

New Orleans Historic Districts are thriving, lively communities, each with its own personality, character, 

challenges and needs.  The Staff understands that in order for the HDLC to succeed in its mission to 

promote historic districts and landmarks for the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare of 

the public, it must first and foremost meet the needs of the community it serves.  It is in that vein that 

we present to you the following amendments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Proposed Design Guideline Updates 

June 12. 2014 

Section 1, Page 5: 

Summary: Update outdated photo of Certificate of Appropriateness.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Section 5, Page 5:  

Summary: Allow the staff to approve 5-v crimp roofing on contributing and non-contributing rated buildings.  

 

 

 

 

Move  &  down, HDLC Staff 

review 



 

Section 5, Page 9 

Summary: Change language to allow the staff more discretion to allow visible, but not obtrusive mechanical 

equipment.  

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

Section 5, page 10 

Summary: Provide language encouraging black on black panels located as far back from the front 

building wall as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Change text to: Rooftop equipment should not be 

installed in a visually obtrusive manner.  

When visible, the HDLC recommends using 

products and installation methods that allow the 

panels to blend into their surroundings. Examples 

include the use of black panels on black mounts, 

rectangular array configurations and thin film 

panels installed on standing seam metal roofs.   



 

 

Section 5, Page 12 

Summary: Allow staff to approve the replacement of ½ round gutters with k-style gutters.  

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

     

 

Section 8, Page 9 

Summary: Allow the replacement of wood windows at SIDE AND REAR ELEVATIONS ONLY with 

replacement windows, provided they meet the following criteria: (Dominique to provide language)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Move   down.     

Installation of simulated 

divided light windows with 

profiled exterior muntins, 

interior muntins and 

internal muntins that have 

sash sizes and profiles that 

match traditional wood 

windows 

 

 



Appropriate: 

 

Inappropriate: 

  



 

Section 8, Page 15 

Summary: Allow the staff to allow wood, paneled shutters as an alternative to louvered shutters for 19th 

and early 20th century buildings, where appropriate.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 9, Page 3 

Summary: Include a photo of a stoop retrofitted with a simple, metal handrail that meets insurance and 

building code requirements.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

No change in text.  Revision 

of internal policy.  

Install 

substitute 

photo  



 

 

Section 9, Page 10 

Summary: Include specific language prohibiting the installation of ceiling fans underneath balconies, 

canopies or galleries over ground level sidewalks.       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

 

Section 10, Page 5  

Summary: Rework text to ensure clarity regarding aluminum and hollow tube fencing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The installation of ceiling fans underneath 

balconies, canopies or galleries over ground level 

sidewalks is prohibited 

Remove text:  “such as aluminum”  



Section 10, Page 7 

Summary: Remove language encouraging the use gravel and crushed aggregate as it is not allowed by 

the current Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance because the aggregate can drift and clog the storm 

drainage system.   

 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

         

 

 

Section 11, Page 11 

Summary: Allow staff to review and approve new and modified storefront designs for Contributing rated 

buildings at the staff level.    

          

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

   

 

Remove word “gravel”   

Move  down.  



      

Section 11, Page 16          

Summary: Add specific language prohibiting LED readerboards or digital signage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 11, Page 20 

Summary: Include specific language prohibiting the installation of ceiling fans underneath balconies, 

canopies or galleries over ground floor sidewalks.       

       

       

       

       

       

       

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The installation of ceiling fans underneath 

balconies, canopies or galleries over ground floor 

sidewalks is prohibited 

Add: LED readerboards or digital signage. 



 

Section 11, Page 20 

Summary: Add language regarding the visually distracting nature and negative impact of television 

screens, security cameras, speakers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Add paragraph: 

Television screens can be visually 

distracting, detracting from the aesthetic 

quality of the structure and 

neighborhood.  The HDLC does not allow 

the installation of exterior, mounted, 

television screens.  



 

Section 11, Page 21 

Summary: Change language to allow the staff more discretion to allow visible, but not obtrusive mechanical 

equipment.  

 

 

Change text to: Mechanical  equipment should not 

be installed in a visually obtrusive manner. 


